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the fortunate public of his own most successful treatment:’ It
is rather hard, if Dr. IKNIS is so burning to acquaint the public
with his singular merits, that he cannot quack and notorize
himself without libelling other people, and vaunting the pre-
sumed ignorance and neglect of the profession at large.
But this line of conduct is the very quintessence of

quackery as found in the professional ranks. The man who

quacks is he who, to raise himself, does not hesitate to abuse
his profession, and who is never satisfied with, or capable of
attaining to, any other position than the shoulders of his I
neighbours. This habit of libelling the profession, to which
those quackishly inclined continually resort, is nothing more
nor less than an attempt at professional matricide. The pro-
fession may sink, so the advertiser but swim!
The views of " Dr. INNIS, 33, Fitzroy-square," on the utility

of specialties in the practice of medicine, are of course only
brought in to dress up the " dispensary for the cure," or, to
give its advertisement the proper length for such an important
document. He tells us of his favourite maladies, that " it is
"only from the experience of medical men exclusively devoted
to this branch of medical science that these distressing
"complaints can be expected to be relieved." Now we should

like to know whether Dr. INNIS is thus " exclusively devoted!"
because, if not, his advertisement and his practice deserve
some worse designation than we should care to give them.
Unless we are very much mistaken, it is not long since that
we saw a circular, of the printed kind we have so often had
occasion to condemn, bearing the name of Dr. INNIS, informing
the nobility, ladies, and gentlemen, of Fitzroy-square, that
Dr. INNIS had succeeded to a practice, and was extremely
anxious to realize all the patients of his predecessor. We do
not remember anything in that touting circular, composed
after the manner of man-milliner, boarding-school, or tea-and-
grocery circulars, distributed extensively in Fitzroy-square
and neighbourhood, limiting the attention of the doctor to
the cure of skin diseases. We suppose, however, it must
have been before the "devoting much attention and study
" to these diseases, and having proved most successful in his
treatment-" and yet, if our memory fail not, it was a marvel-

lously short time ago that a shower of these circulars reached
us. But the special practice argument, and the cry of "cure,
cure," are the commonest pleas for arrant quackery. Every
quack in the metropolis can 

" cure" some disease or other, and

almost every disease, fatal or simple, has its particular quack.
If we could but combine their operations, what a millennium
of health and longevity the world would enjoy ! Unfortunately,
quackery, so complete in its separate cures, lacks everything
like combination and cohesion. If these special dispensaries
institutions, infirmaries, and hospitals, go on to the full extent,
we shall at last be in that state of the ancient Egyptians, de-
scribed by HERODOTUS, when the eyes, feet, ears, nose, hands,
breasts, &c., had their special doctors, all of whom would be at
work, curing the individual parts and organs most satisfactorily
up to the very time of the patient’s death; the processes
of dying and curing actually going on together. We do not
wish to spare our satire, for nothing will so much enervate
the profession as a sickly extension of the doctrine of spe-
cialties, or an extravagant and unnatural subdivision of labour,
as it is called, in the treatment of disease.
We hope the Hampstead-street dispensary will not very

long remain " open daily from Ten to One o’clock," but still

we hope, long enough, with our efficient help, to cure one very
serious symptom of disease, as far as its physician is con-

cerned. Quackery within and without the profession is a kind
of cutaneous malady affecting the medical body politic. This

pustular eruption is of a " most troublesome and vexatious"
nature to all true lovers of medicine. Let Dr. INNIS, as far as
he himself is pustular, apply himself diligently to the " treat-
ment and cure" of this plague to our general Mother. The

proper medicaments are, truth and honour to the public, love

and reverence to the profession, and justice to medical men;and they must be found in the armamentarium of every man

wishing to remain a genuine son of ESCULAPIUS.
MEETING OF THE DISTRICT MEDICAL OFFICERS

OF BIRMINGHAM.
AT a meeting of the district medical officers of the parish

of Birmingham, held Aug. llth, 1847, and convened for the
purpose of taking into consideration the desirableness of
making application to the guardians for an increase in their
salaries, it was resolved,-That the following memorial be
addressed to the guardians :-

" That this meeting, taking into consideration the important
and laborious services rendered to the poor by the medical
officers, feel it a duty to themselves to remind the guardians
that their salaries are not in the slightest degree adequate to
remunerate them for their services, for their loss of time, and
the risk they undergo in the proper performance of their
duties.

" To give an estimate of the extent of their services, they
would remind the guardians, that during the quarter ending
March 25th last there were 3537 patients, making an average
of nearly 300 for each surgeon. For attendance upon these
300 cases the surgeon received the sum of five pounds, being
an average of three cases for one shilling.*

" As the duration of an illness may vary from one week
to three months, (and in some cases continues much longer,)
it follows that the medical officer is frequently called upon to
attend an illness of three months’ duration for the sum of
fourpence-an amount of payment (if such it can be called)
for professional services of the most onerous and important
kind, involving great danger and responsibility, and rendered
under circumstances frequently of a most revolting nature,
that is without parallel in any other appointment, and has no
claim to be called remunerative.
" From the above facts it will be seen, that the great burden

of the medical relief to the poor is borne by the medical offi-
cers, to whose bounty they are almost exclusively indebted,
and they are forcibly conclusive in favour of the present ap-
plication of the medical officers for an increase of their sala
ries.

" To this object the attention of the Government and the
country is now becoming generally directed, and we have
reason to believe it is in furtherance of the same that the
payment of half the salaries of the medical officers has been
offered by Government as an inducement to boards of
guardians for this purpose."
(Here follow the signatures of the district surgeons.)
The above memorial was read before the meeting of the

guardians on the 17th ult. Several of those present expressed
their surprise at the amount of remuneration, and the subject
was ultimately referred to a committee.

Obituary.

JOHN ALEXANDER ELLIOTT, ESQ.
WHEN we had the painful task of recording, within the

last few weeks, the untimely deaths of Mr. Potter and Mr.
Quekett, we hoped that we might have been spared some time
ere we recorded the decease of another young and promising
member of the profession. The subject of our present slight
sketch is Mr. John Alexander Elliott, the son of Captain
Elliott, of the Royal Navy. He was born at Southsea, in the
* There are twelve district surgeons, at a salary of &pound;20 per annum each.

They attend the out-door poor, but not those within the Infirmary, the
latter being a separate appointment. They prescribe for the patients, but
do not find medicines, &c.


